
Overarching Prompt: Trace and 
analyze the experience of your 

chosen un(der)heard group across 
the time periods covered this 

term. 
 
Body Paragraph One Prompt: Trace and analyze the experience of your chosen 
group in the United States during the Revolutionary and/or Constitutional period.  
 
Body Paragraph Two Prompt: Trace and analyze the experience of your chosen 
group in the United States between April, 1789 and 1848.  
 
Body Paragraph Three Prompt: Trace and analyze the experience of your chosen 
group in the United States during the Antebellum, Civil War and Reconstruction 
periods.  
 
 
 
 
 



Learning 
Target 

Exceptional (A) Meets Standard (B) Needs Attention (C) Absence of Evidence (D/F) 

Introduction 
Paragraph 

 
 

- The introduction paragraph contains a 
relevant hook, a concise, yet thorough 
context of the overall topic/s of the 
essay and a strong thesis statement. 
-Entire paragraph is clear, well-organized, 
and presents the main idea of the essay. 

- The introduction paragraph 
contains a hook, some context for 
the overall topic/s, and a thesis 
statement. 
- Most parts of the paragraph are 
clear and well-organized. 

- The introduction paragraph 
contains a summary of the 
topic, and a thesis statement 
 

- Intro. paragraph is missing 
one or more of the 
following: a hook, summary, 
a thesis statement.  
- Intro.  paragraph may have 
a confusing structure, stray 
off topic, or be missing. 

Thesis 
Statement 

- clearly and articulately presents the 
claim/argument 
- responds directly to the prompt yet 
varies the syntax and diction so as not to 
directly repeat it 
- Can be proven in 3 body paragraphs 

- presents the main idea of the 
“essay”  
- responds directly to the prompt. 
- guides most of the writing. 
- Fact based, rather than claim or 
academic argument 

- somewhat relates to the 
prompt. 
- guides only parts of the writing. 

-The thesis statement is 
unclear, does not respond to 
prompt or is missing 
completely. 

Topic 
Sentence 

- Clearly outlines the main idea of the 
paragraph 
- Responds directly to the prompt & 
thesis 
- Uses varied word choice and sentence 
structure; avoids direct repetition of 
prompt   

- Clearly outlines the main idea of the 
paragraph 
- Responds directly to the prompt 
and clearly connects to thesis 
statement 
- Fact based, rather than claim or 
academic argument 

- May not appropriately outline 
the main idea of the prompt (e.g. 
too narrow or too broad) 
- Main idea of paragraph may not 
be clear and/or paragraph may 
not connect to thesis statement 

- Topic sentence is missing, 
does not respond to the 
prompt, or does not state the 
main idea of the paragraph 
- Topic sentence does not 
address the prompt 

Context - Gives thorough (breadth and depth) 
background to set up the evidence 
provided 
- Demonstrates a strong grasp of the 
broad historical setting of the evidence 
that follows 

- Gives adequate background to set 
up the evidence provided in the 
paragraph 
- Demonstrates adequate grasp of 
historical setting, but information is 
somewhat basic (no depth) 

- Important background missing; 
resulting in a choppy or unclear 
transition from T to E 
-More depth or breadth is 
needed to evaluate and/or 
understand the evidence 

- Context is missing; does 
not set up the evidence 
effectively 
-Context contains 
inaccuracies 

Evidence - Evidence is accurate, directly proves or 
demonstrates the claim in the topic 
sentence  
-  Ev. is the most specific proof possible 
for the claim 

- Evidence is accurate  
 - Evidence directly proves or 
demonstrates the claim in TS 
- Evidence supports the topic or 
claim, but is not the most specific or 
appropriate for the prompt/task  

- Connection to topic sentence 
may not be evident 
-  Evidence is a direct quote 
when not needed 

- Evidence is inaccurate, 
missing or irrelevant to the 
claim in the paragraph 

 
Commentary 
Part I 

- Clearly connects the evidence to the 
claim with analysis & critical thinking 
- elaborates on, clarifies evidence to 
highlight connection to the claim 

 - Connects the evidence to the topic 
sentence and proves that the 
evidence supports the claim 

-  Needs to more explicitly link 
the evidence to the claim in the 
paragraph; lets the evidence 
“speak for itself”  

- Commentary Part I is 
inaccurate, missing or does 
not at all address how the 
evidence proves the claim 

Commentary 
Part II 

- Makes it clear how and why the specific 
evidence is representative of a larger 
idea/theme of history 
-  Analysis goes beyond class discussions 
to deeper connections that are thorough 
and on-topic 

- Makes it clear how and why the 
specific evidence is representative of 
a larger idea/theme of history 
-  Analysis stays on topic with rest of 
paragraph 

-  Attempts to articulate 
how/why the evidence is 
representative of larger 
ideas/themes, but too tangential 
(off-topic) and disrupts flow 
- needs to be more closely 
connected to the main idea 

-  Commentary Part II is 
missing or completely off-
topic 
-C2 contains inaccuracies 

Conclusion 
Paragraph 

 

- Restates the main ideas of the essay in a 
well-organized way that concisely recaps 
the essay 
- Makes it clear how the essay/prompt 
and evidence provided relate to larger 
ideas/themes of history  
-Analysis goes beyond class discussions 
to deeper connections that are thorough 
and on-topic  

- Summarizes the main ideas of the 
essay using different language  
-Addresses how the essay/prompt 
relate to larger ideas/themes of 
history  
-Analysis stays on topic with rest of 
essay 

- Concl. para. restates the thesis 
statement and summarizes the 
main points of the essay. 
- Attempts to address how the 
essay/prompt relate to larger 
ideas/themes of history, but 
analysis is too tangential/off-
topic 
-Analysis is vague, or extremely 
basic and does not demonstrate 
critical thinking 

- Essay is missing a 
conclusion paragraph. 
- paragraph is incomplete. 
- Conclusion paragraph 
simply restates the thesis and 
topic sentences without 
varying the diction or syntax. 
-Conclusion paragraph does 
not attempt to relate the 
essay/prompt to larger 
ideas/themes of history 

MECHANICS 

Style and Flow 
Grammar, mechanics, word choice and 
writing style enhance the reader’s 
understanding of time periods and author’s 
analysis 

Grammar, mechanical, word choice 
errors present; do not inhibit the 
reader from understanding the 
historical analysis.  

Grammar, mechanical, and/or 
word choice errors moderately 
inhibit the reader from 
understanding the author’s 
historical analysis 

Grammar, mechanical, and/or 
word choice errors significantly 
inhibit reader from 
understanding author’s 
historical analysis.  

Revision 
 Essay is clearly revised taking into account 
the full trimester’s historical content. 
Revisions clearly demonstrate understanding 
of teacher’s prior grading and suggestions.  

Essay is clearly revised taking into 
account the full trimester’s historical 
content. Mostly. demonstrates und. of 
teacher’s grading and suggestions.  

Essay somewhat revised taking into 
account the tri’s historical content. 
Minimally demonstrate und. of 
teacher’s grading & suggestions.  

Essay does not demonstrate 
revision or attention to 
teacher’s prior grading and 
suggestions.  

Citation 
- Parenthetical citation follows MLA format 
(page or chapter number cited for evidence) 
- Works Cited page is correct 
 
 

- Parenthetical citation follows MLA 
format, but may contain 1-2 errors 
- Works Cited page follows MLA 
format, but may contain 1-2 errors 
 

- MLA citation contains more than 
2 errors 
- Works Cited page contains more 
than 2 errors 
 

- Writer does not correctly 
follow MLA guidelines for 
parenthetical citations 
- WC page does not follow 
MLA guidelines or is missing 


