
Ms. Libby’s Frequently Asked Questions 

 

“I got an A on my Exam, but my overall grade did not change. Why, Ms. Libby, 
wwwwhhhyyyyyy????” 
In this course, we use weighted categories to determine your overall grade. This means that if you have an A already 
in your exams category, an A on the next exam will MAINTAIN your current overall academic grade. If you have B 
or a C in your exams category, for example, your overall academic grade will likely shift upwards.  
 

“This assignment was due yesterday/last week/freshman year/in kindergarten. Can I turn it 
in?” 
Let’s take a look at the late work policy. Did you talk to me about turning the assignment in BEFORE it was due? If 
so, you can turn it in on or before the day we already agreed upon. If you did not check in with me in advance, the 
answer likely is “no, you may not turn it in for credit, but I will gladly skim/read it for your future progress .” If for 
some reason, you think there’s an extenuating circumstance, you are welcome to ask POLITELY.  
 

“Can I retake last Monday’s reading quiz?” 
If you have already taken a quiz, I do not offer retakes. Quizzes are frequent, and open-note; one low score will not 
have a significant impact on your grade. Pay attention to the types of questions you missed, or where the gaps in 
your notes were so you can improve on the next quiz. If you were absent, you must reschedule the quiz with me 
upon your return (within three days, MAX). If it has been more than three days, the grade of Incomplete/Missing 
will remain.  
 

“Do I have to take notes when I read the textbook for homework?” 
No and yes. You have free will, so I can’t MAKE you take notes. However, all quizzes of reading comprehension 
are open notes (IF they meet the note-taking requirements), so you will most likely score higher if you have taken 
thorough notes. Additionally, I will track completion of notes as they’re assigned in order to inform your Habits of 
Scholarship grade, and failure to complete notes as they are assigned will likely make you ineligible for an exam 
retake for that particular unit.  
 

“Ms. Canga has a paper due on the same day as we have a paper due/test in your class, Ms. 
Libby. I’m freakin’ out. HEEEEEELLLLLLLPP!”  
Thank you for paying close attention to the testing calendar and your coursework. With the pace of a trimester 
course, it’s unlikely I’ll be able to move my exam, but I will take a look at my calendar tonight and let you know 
tomorrow. For now, let’s take a look at your individual calendar and discuss some specific ways I can help you 
manage your time and stress.  
 

“I can’t come to A-Block because I have work/practice/babysitting/sitting on my rear to do. 
Can we meet another time?”  
I love that you are an active member of your family/team/work environment; however, your primary job is being a 
student and you are expected to be available to attend A-Block every day. Know that in my class, if you’re required 
to attend an A-Block session, I most often will offer two or more days on which to attend to allow for life and 
academic planning. Let’s discuss how we can avoid conflicts in the future. Is there an involved adult (coach, boss, 
teacher) that you’d like me to check in with or send a note to to help you keep your eye on your academic goals?  
 

“Ms. Libby, PowerSchool says I got an Incomplete/Missing/bad grade on this assignment, 
but when you gave it back to me it had an A/awesome/acceptable grade on it. What’s your 
deal, lady?  
Wow, that definitely is a problem and I can tell you’re frustrated by it. Thanks for addressing it promptly; please 
bring in the assignment in question, and I’ll take a look at it.   



 
“Ms. Libby, in so-and-so’s class s/he does it this way. Why can’t you be more like them?” 
Isn’t it wonderful how no two humans are the same?! First, please remember that when you address a concern with 
a teacher to use positive and calm language and tone so you can get your most desired outcome. How might you 
rephrase that question for me? (INSERT ANSWER HERE) Now, let’s talk about what worked for you in that class 
and how you might use those same skills for success in my class. . .  
 

“I’m stressing out, Ms. Libby. HEEELLLLLPPPPPP!”  
Here’s a million invisible extra credit points, and an owl, for taking the incredibly mature step of asking for help 
when you’re overwhelmed. You’re gonna go far in life. Let’s sit down and talk about what’s stressing you out, and 
how I can help. When are you free to meet up?  
 

“Are you going to give us a review sheet for the test?”  
In my history classes, there will always be a review sheet for the exams. The review may take different forms, 
though, so be prepared for it to look different and be tailored specifically to your class’ content and skill set. As we 
move through World and US History, students will also be learning how to develop their OWN review sheets so 
you are prepared for future courses.  
 

“Ms. Libby, while I think you’re awesome and respect you as a teacher, I do not agree with 
the grade I received on x assignment. Can you please explain how you arrived at that grade 
so I can understand?” 
Wow, what a mature and kind way to phrase that question. You’re awesome. Let me know what assignment, and we 
can schedule a time for you to bring that assignment in and go over the grading together. Please make sure to 
review my comments and/or the graded rubric before we meet.  

 
“My grade on my retake was lower than my original. Can’t I just keep my original grade?” 
Short answer: no.  If you want the long answer, let me know.   
 

“I was absent yesterday; what did I miss?”  
Did you check my website for agendas and downloads? If yes, then that’s what you missed. Do you have specific 
questions about the work, or do we need to schedule some new due dates or make up quiz time? If no, please check 
the website and then come back and check in with me if you still have questions or concerns.   
 

“I got a U on my Habits of Scholarship grade for a particular assignment or check-in during 
the trimester. Does this mean that grade will stay a “U” on the final report card?” 
Maybe, but not necessarily. The final Habits of Scholarship grade is determined by a number of factors, one of 
which is IMPROVEMENT in your skills as a scholar. Let’s meet to discuss the reason/s that you received a U and 
brainstorm some ideas to improve that grade in the future. Please take a look at my comments on your grade report 
or Habits of Scholarship check in sheet before we chat.  
 
 

 


